SAFE CUSTODY

servants' quarters, one storey high, and the kitchen
lay in the angle between the castle proper and the
wing which the quarters made. To this we could
swear, for there a light was burning, and we saw the
flash of the saucepans and a man dressed in white
making pastry with infinite care. Four or five spread-
ing chestnuts enriched the yard, and a fountain was
playing in a basin full, in its midst. Plainly enough
this water came from the fall, which we afterwards
found was tapped two hundred feet up. Water,
indeed, from this source was led all over the castle,
while the fall itself was used to furnish electric light,
For convenience' sake, I have set down all that we
saw as well as I can, but at the moment we had no
eyes for these things, for all our attention was seized
by the sight of a car,
We could only see the bonnet, because of the pitch
of the roof, but this there was no mistaking, for it was
that of a Rolls. Its garage was plainly the coach-
house which stood beneath where we lay, and the car
had been lately washed and now was being polished
by a man who was fussing about her, leather in
hand.
This sight of the handsome prize which we were to
win not only delighted our hearts but made me quite
sure that Fate was now fighting with us and as well
directing our actions as smoothing our way: right
or wrong, this was a valuable conviction, for from
that time on I had more faith in myself and was less
afraid to take a sudden decision because 1 firmly
believed that it had been put into my head.
For perhaps two minutes we gloated over our luck:
then a servant came out of the kitchen and raised his
voice to the chauffeur still busy about his charge.
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